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BIG SKY CONFERENCE
FOOTBALL PREDICTIONS
CAMPUS
Construction of the Stu-
dent-Athlete Academic Center 
will divert traffic by the Adams 
Center until August 2015.
According to a news release 
by Grizzly Athletics, the private-
ly-funded two-story building 
will serve over 300 student-ath-
letes. The top level of the building 
will include a 1,500 square foot 
study lounge to accommodate 
60 students, including separate 
study rooms and an office. The 
lower level will allow entrance 
to both the Adams Center and 
Dahlberg Arena and will have 
office space and ticket windows.
The building is being con-
structed between the Adams 
Center and Campus Recreation 
Center. The staging area for the 
construction site will block off 20 
decal parking spaces, and traf-
fic from South Sixth Street and 
South Van Buren Street will be 
rerouted through the Adams 
Center parking lot.
Kevin Krebsbach, associate 
director of facilities services, said 
they chose their construction 
staging location so they would 
have room for cranes and other 
large equipment without com-
promising pedestrian safety.
“The way we have it set up 
now is a superior solution for pe-
Construction reroutes traffic near Adams Center
Erin Loranger
Montana Kaimin
 CAMPUS
destrians and bikes,” he said.
University Police Chief Marty 
Ludemann said traffic displace-
ment from the construction was 
minor.
“The detour was the best way 
to go without having to come 
all the way around campus,” he 
said.
Nursing student Cassandra 
Kavran has been using the Ad-
ams Center parking lot for two 
years and said the recent detour 
hasn’t caused any issues since 
she drives to campus early and 
stays there all day. 
“It’s fine because I’m in the 
nursing program, so I have to 
be in one building. If I had to be 
here later it would be an issue,” 
she said.
Both Ludemann and 
Krebsbach have heard several 
complaints about parking so far, 
but believe it’s temporary.
“There’s confusion because 
it’s different than what they 
saw when they left last fall,” 
Krebsbach said.
Freshman Bailey McWhorter 
had trouble finding a parking 
spot on her first day of class.
“I thought that leaving 20 
minutes early would be enough 
time, but when I got to campus 
I was completely lost and didn’t 
even know which parking lots 
were OK to park in,” she said.
McWhorter said while its 
probably common for new stu-
dents to have trouble with cam-
pus parking, she thought the de-
tour is clearly marked and easy 
to figure out. 
Krebsbach is hoping to add 
a bike lane in the parking lot to 
keep traffic flowing safely. Al-
though the detour is working 
now, Facilities Services is pre-
pared to include additional safe-
ty measures as needed.
Ludemann said they planned 
adjustments for on-campus 
events and will add more offi-
cers to direct traffic.
According to ASUM Board 
Chair Topher Williams, buses 
have been running smoothly de-
spite detours.
The detour required the bus 
stop to be moved from the front 
of the Recreation Center to South 
Fifth Street East and signs have 
been posted.
Mountain Line bus routes are 
not affected by the detour.
“We just have to get through 
it and at the end of the year 
we’ll have a great building,” 
Krebsbach said. 
erin.loranger@umontana.edu
@eeloranger
UM implements alcohol tutorial
Courtney Anderson
Montana Kaimin
See ALCOHOL, page 8
University of Montana stu-
dents under 21 years old are 
now required to take an alcohol 
education tutorial or face holds 
on their future registration.
On Monday, AlcoholEdu 
launched, requiring students to 
complete the first half of the tu-
torial by Sept. 22 and the second 
half by Nov. 12, UM vice pres-
ident for student affairs Teresa 
Branch said in an email. 
UM students must pass the 
two-hour online course with a 
minimum score of 70 to be able 
to register for the spring 2015 
semester, Branch said.
Jordan Purinton/Montana Kaimin
Students walk around the fenced off construction site of the new Student-Athlete Academic Center on Wednes-
day afternoon. Royce Engstrom broke ground on Wednesday, Aug. 20, and construction is slated to continue for 
the next year.
Alcohol education mandatory for underage students
The tutorial covers topics 
such as how much alcohol a 
drink contains, possible moti-
vations behind drinking, how 
drinking affects the body, laws 
and policies, and how to help 
keep other students safe.
UM students are not the only 
ones taking the time to learn 
about the dangers of drinking. 
The Montana Board of Regents 
and the Office of the Commis-
sioner of Higher Education 
require all universities in the 
Montana University System to 
implement the tutorial, Branch 
said.
The tutorial can help stu-
dents gain a basic understand-
ing of alcohol abuse issues, 
Branch said. 
“We know that alcohol and 
sexual assault are closely tied 
together,” she said .
Montana State University has 
used AlcoholEdu for students 
younger than 21 since 2005, said 
MSU director of health promo-
tion, Marci Torres.
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GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
ADVENTURES IN DISCOMFORT
By Caitlin Piserchia
There is moderate fear in your eye
When I was a freshman in college (not this one) I went on an 
orientation backpacking trip with six other newbies. On the first 
night, the trip leader pulled a whiteboard out of her backpack and 
drew three circles in a bullseye shape. “This center circle,” she 
said, “is your comfort zone.”
I thought I knew where she was going with this: what doesn’t 
kill you makes you stronger, blah, blah, blah.
What doesn’t kill you can also leave you in a coma, with 100 
broken bones, or in a black hole of depression. Also, scary things 
are scary. Sometimes they’re scary for a reason. What’s the point 
of fear? To tell you this is not a good idea. Maybe you should 
listen.
But I know, I know, doing what you’re afraid of is necessary 
for growth and all that. And I know that I live with an excess of 
anxiety and most of it just ends up holding me back.
My trip leader continued. “This outer circle is your danger 
zone. Don’t go there. The purpose of this trip for you to spend 
time in your stretch zone, because that’s where growth happens.”
Her point was that we need to find for ourselves and accept 
the limits of our own manageable discomfort zone. Venturing out 
into the “stretch” zone on a regular basis (think Eleanor Roos-
evelt’s quote, “Do one thing every day that scares you”) will slow-
ly bring us closer to things that once seemed impossibly scary.
I took this bearable discomfort zone thing to heart pretty im-
mediately. Don’t get me wrong, I love sitting at home wrapped in 
blankets and only taking risks like balancing relatively hot tea in 
my lap.
I don’t want to push too far. That’s a good way to amp up the 
anxiety I’m trying to overcome. I like the baby step approach and 
I’m challenging myself and anyone reading this to stick to it. You 
don’t have to do gigantic, scary things everyday. That would be 
dumb and counterproductive. But little things really do add up.
I have a lot of fear. I used to be terrified of talking to new  
people one-on-one because I was pretty confident I would fail the 
interaction. But I’m also really interested in how change happens 
and I want to challenge myself and readers to stick it out in un-
comfortable situations for the next 12 weeks.  Even as a socially 
anxious person, I end up spending more time talking in front of 
groups of people than the average person.
Somehow I keep semi-consciously choosing these situations. 
I know that breaking out of my comfort zone is where change 
happens and it’s definitely where the best mistakes happen. And 
I’ve been shocked to realize how far I am from some of the fears I 
used to think were imprinted on me.  
I’m proud to announce I’ve reached a point of not panicking 
while having one-on-one conversations with strangers. I’ve over-
come my fear of committing to live in one place for a full year. I’ve 
come out as bisexual to most people I know. I’m willingly starting 
my senior year! I’m writing a column! Starting where I did, all of 
these things were a big deal for me. I also helped lead a freshman 
orientation backpacking trip this year. This is symbolic, guys.
caitlin.piserchia@umontana.edu
FOURTH AND 26
The Benchwarmer
By Jesse Flickinger
SportsThey finally called my name.“For those who can-
not do, write: The Benchwarm-
er.”
That’s what was scrib-
bled on my Dean Henderson 
Award, "awards" editors at the 
Kaimin give to their staff on 
the last day of the publishing 
year.
I’d been given honors be-
fore, but this one stuck out. 
Not so much because it was 
humorous, but because it was 
true.
I got into the world of sports 
playing basketball sometime 
in elementary school. Pickup 
games on the playground got 
me hooked, so in fourth grade 
I decided to take my talents to 
the “pros”, aka the parks and 
recreation league.
There wasn't a whole lot to 
worry about though; I was the 
benchwarmer. I can’t remem-
ber a more carefree time in 
my life.
Enter junior high and I’d 
finally cracked the starting 
lineup, still riding the pine to 
start, but being sixth man sure 
as hell was a start.
I was excited, too. High 
school was right around the 
corner and I was only getting 
better. Maybe I could finally 
start.
But then I got sick.
First it started with mono 
(a really awkward sickness to 
have in junior high because 
kids can be cruel). Then the 
year long process to recover 
from it, no real physical activi-
ty allowed.
I lucked out because it was 
just after basketball season, so 
I figured I’d be ready for next 
fall.
But I wasn't.
I barely cracked the C 
squad. It was hard to hear 
even that result over the huff-
ing and wheezing. So I sat out 
the year. Maybe I’d get another 
shot at it when I was healthier.
And then came the whirl-
wind of autoimmune prob-
lems.
It started with proctitis, 
then came ulcerative colitis 
and it ended with my pancreas 
shutting down. My body was 
a mess and two close calls in 
the hospital left me seriously 
shaken during my senior year 
of high school.
I entered the University of 
Montana in the Fall of 2011 
in this state, terrified that my 
body might give. There was 
one thing I could still do no 
matter what happened to my 
body that kept me sane: write.
So I’ll never be the athlete I 
wanted to be, but that’s OK, I’ll 
just keep the bench warm.
The world of sports is a fun-
ny one. There’s no better meta-
phor for the ups and downs of 
life than a basketball season, 
the high one gets when they 
nail a buzzer-beater and the 
low of letting that same shot 
score.
I miss those feelings, but I’m 
not too far.
In the following weeks I’ll 
be using this spot to discuss 
the world of sports from my 
spot on the bench. I’m excited 
and terrified to be leading this 
year’s Kaimin Sports squad, 
but I wouldn’t have it any oth-
er way.
So here’s to the benchwarm-
ers out there. 
jesse.flickinger@umontana.edu
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ASUM opens year, approves Kaimin payment plan
Michael Wright
Montana Kaimin
In its first meeting of the 
year, the Associated Students 
of the University of Montana 
considered a pile of resolu-
tions, the most widely dis-
cussed being a payment plan 
for the Kaimin. 
The resolution, which re-
ceived a majority of support, 
directs the Kaimin to create 
a three-year repayment plan 
with ASUM for a $25,000 loan 
the newspaper was given this 
summer.
Once the plan is complete, 
it will be brought back to the 
ASUM Senate for approval.  
During the debate, Sen-
ator Nico Heimlich-Bowler 
proposed an amendment to 
the resolution requiring the 
Kaimin give ASUM free ad-
vertising in the amount of 
$3,000 per year until the debt 
is paid off.
“I’m not entirely sure why 
we pay the Kaimin for adver-
tising when they are one of 
our agencies anyway,” Heim-
lich-Bowler said.
President Hohman agreed, 
saying, “I have no idea why 
we pay the Kaimin after we 
give them money.”
Senator Peregrine Frissell 
said free advertising might 
hinder the ability of the Kaim-
in to pay back the loan.
“We’re taking away anoth-
er revenue source,“ Frissell 
said.
Others said free advertis-
ing would threaten free press 
on campus.
“Free press doesn’t exist on 
college campuses,” vice pres-
ident Sean McQuillan said in 
response, citing a Supreme 
Court case.
McQuillan proposed lim-
iting the free advertising to 
$3,000 per academic year, 
while others proposed a 
$1,000 limit.
That amendment was even-
tually voted down, with some 
senators saying they wanted 
a limit to be written in the 
three-year payment plan in-
stead. 
Editor-in-Chief Ric San-
chez and Business Manager 
Nick McKinney spoke during 
the public comment period, 
and thanked ASUM for its 
support during the summer 
and asked for continued sup-
port.
“We look forward to work-
ing with you,” McKinney said.
ASUM also amended how 
it handles student groups that 
go deeply into debt.
The old policy deducted 
the amount of the deficit from 
the group's budget for the 
next year.
The new policy requires the 
debt is paid in full by the end 
of the fiscal year, or the group 
must appeal to the board on 
budget and finance.
Hohman amended the res-
olution to say that payment 
plans could “have the effect 
of actually closing down the 
entire organization.”
He said he doesn’t want 
organizations to think that 
ASUM is obligated to cover 
their debts, and that groups 
should know large deficits 
could have consequences such 
as no longer existing.
During the meeting, Mc-
Quillan also announced that 
two senators resigned.
michael.wright@umontana.edu
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Evan Frost/Montana Kaimin
Alex Payne (left) and Yonah Radousky practice juggling on Wednesday, Aug. 27 outside of the Liberal Arts Build-
ing.
ONLINEONLY VIDEO
www.montanakaimin.com
The Paw Print at the Mansfield Library has a new 3D 
printer that will be accessible to students in the coming weeks.  
Paw Print manager, Glenn Kneebone, provides a rundown of the 
seemingly unlimited potential of the revolutionary technology.
Author continues battle to 
obtain UM court proceedings
MISSOULA
Associated Press
HELENA, Mont. — Attorneys 
for “Into the Wild” author Jon 
Krakauer and the Montana Univer-
sity System asked a Helena judge 
Wednesday to decide whether the 
state should release documents on 
how the commissioner of higher ed-
ucation handled a rape case against 
University of Montana quarterback 
Jordan Johnson.
Krakauer attorney Mike Meloy 
told District Judge Kathy Seeley on 
Wednesday the documents are for 
a book Krakauer is writing about 
sexual assaults at the university, but 
the university system denied the 
request.
Both sides are asking Seeley to 
make a ruling on the request with-
out a trial. Seeley did not make a 
decision Wednesday.
Other records released in a fed-
eral court case detailed the pro-
ceedings against a student, later 
identified as Johnson. The Univer-
sity of Montana’s dean of students, 
the vice president of student affairs 
and a university court all found the 
student had raped a female student 
and recommended expulsion, a 
decision upheld by the university 
president.
The accused student appealed 
to Commissioner Clayton Chris-
tianson, but the record ended there, 
Meloy said.
Johnson was not expelled from 
the school and he was acquitted 
last year in a state court on charges 
of raping a female acquaintance in 
2012. Johnson led the Griz to a 10-3 
record last year and he is now be-
ginning his senior year.
But the missing piece in the 
proceedings is what action, if any, 
Christianson took to reverse the 
rulings of the university court. 
How the rape allegations were han-
dled will not be fully known until 
the commissioner’s actions are dis-
closed, Meloy said.
Christianson attorney Viv Ham-
mill said the university system 
could lose its federal funding if it 
releases records without a student’s 
consent. The federal Family Educa-
tional Rights and Privacy Act gives 
students the right to protect their 
personal information, and the com-
missioner cannot release any re-
cords without that consent, she said.
Hammill and Meloy disputed 
whether the federal law includes 
disciplinary proceedings. Hammill 
said the educational records pro-
hibited from being released include 
disciplinary records, while Meloy 
said they do not and that courts 
from other states have all ruled they 
do not.
Meloy added the federal law 
calls for withholding funding only 
if the commissioner shows a pat-
tern or practice of releasing records. 
This is just one time, and a court or-
der would protect the commission-
er from running afoul of the U.S. 
Department of Education, he said.
Krakauer is willing to accept 
documents with the student’s name 
blacked out, Meloy said. The author 
would be able to find out why the 
commissioner did what he did 
without the student’s name in the 
documents, Meloy said.
Hammill said redacting the doc-
uments won’t fix the issue because 
Krakauer’s request was made un-
der the name of the student, and 
a response to the request would 
confirm whose name is under the 
blackened portions.
Hammill also argued that 
Krakauer cannot file a claim un-
der the right-to-know provisions of 
the Montana Constitution because 
he is not a Montana resident. The 
right to know is meant for Montana 
citizens, not out-of-state residents 
“seeking to write a for-profit book,” 
Hammill said.
Meloy responded the constitu-
tion says a “person” not a “citizen” 
has the right to know.
“It can be anybody,” he said. 
“We’re wasting our time with that 
argument.”
Montana Kaimin
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The Big, Bad Big Sky Football Preview 
Andy Bixler
Montana Kaimin
 FOOTBALL
The 2014 college football 
season started with a bang for 
the Big Sky Conference.
Eastern Washington Uni-
versity, the No. 1 ranked team 
in The Sports Network’s Foot-
ball Championship Subdivi-
son poll, gutted out a 56-35 
win over the No. 17 Sam Hous-
ton State Bearkats on ESPN. 
The Eagles, who finished 12-3 
in 2013 before bowing out in 
the semifinal playoffs, are ex-
pected to be the class of the Big 
Sky again this year, thanks to 
their potent offense.
However, several teams 
have a shot at the crown this 
year, including Montana, 
ranked No. 5 in the polls and 
Montana State (No. 18). Here 
are some contenders for this 
year's Big Sky title.
EASTERN WASHINGTON
Led by junior quarterback 
Vernon Adams, the Eagles put 
up some gaudy numbers on 
offense last year. Adams alone 
accounted for 5,599 yards of of-
fense and led the conference in 
almost every major statistical 
passing category.
A frontrunner for the Wal-
ter Payton Award (given to 
the best offensive player in the 
FCS), Adams threw 55 touch-
downs and ran for four more in 
2013, and completed 65 percent 
of his passes in a campaign 
that has earned him looks from 
NFL scouts.
Many of those throws went 
to sophomore wideout Cooper 
Kupp, who posted conference 
highs in catches (93), receiv-
ing yards per game (112), and 
touchdowns (21). Kupp also 
won the Jerry Rice FCS Fresh-
man of the Year Award. Add 
in running back Quincy Forte 
and a hulking offensive line, 
and the Eagles seem poised to 
make another deep run.
2013 Record: 12-3 (8-0)
2014 Prediction: 11-1 (8-0)
MONTANA
The Montana Grizzlies en-
joyed a return to form last year 
after a disappointing 5-6 sea-
son in 2012, going 10-3 before 
losing to Costal Carolina in the 
quarterfinals of the FCS play-
offs.
On offense, Montana will 
play a style similar to last year, 
with Jordan Johnson lining up 
for his senior season at quarter-
back. Johnson averaged 271.1 
yards per game of total offense 
last year and did a good job of 
taking care of the ball — he fin-
ished the year with a 154.7 ef-
ficiency rating, only throwing 
seven interceptions.
Also entering his senior 
season is the other Jordan, Jor-
dan Canada. The Griz running 
back played in all 13 games last 
season and averaged 81.7 yards 
per game in 2013 despite shar-
ing touches with Trayvon Van, 
a senior transfer from Marshall.
Ellis Henderson, a junior 
who made waves last season 
at wideout and in the return 
game, will pace Montana’s 
wide receivers. Henderson av-
eraged 142.4 yards a game in 
all-purpose yards, and was 
named first team All-Big Sky 
Conference at receiver and re-
turn specialist. Joining him 
will be Jamaal Jones, a Uni-
versity of Washington transfer 
who was second in catches for 
the Griz last year with 42.
Montana suffered its great-
est losses from last season on 
the defensive side of the ball. 
All three starting linebackers 
from 2013 graduated and two of 
them, Jordan Tripp and Brock 
Coyle, are currently fighting 
for places on NFL teams. Still, 
Montana will have a very expe-
rienced defensive line.
Senior defensive end Zack 
Wagenmann is a Buck Buchan-
an Award nominee (given to 
the best defensive player in the 
FCS), and Tonga Takai and Ty-
rone Holmes each have at least 
two years of experience.
2013 Record: 10-3 (6-2)
2014 Prediction: 9-3 (7-1)
MONTANA STATE
The Bobcats were ranked 
high last year, but failed to 
make the playoffs after losing 
their last three games of the 
season. MSU is ranked No. 18 
in the FCS poll, and will be 
testing out a new quarterback, 
after losing DeNarius McGhee 
to graduation. Head Coach Rob 
Ash announced last week that 
redshirt sophomore Dakota 
Prukop will head the offense.
Replacing McGhee won’t be 
easy. The four-year starter fin-
ished his career second on the 
Big Sky’s all-time offense list, 
with 12,336 yards. The Cats 
will also look for a new red-
zone scoring threat to replace 
Cody Kirk, who rushed for 
1,088 yards and 18 touchdowns 
in 2013.
An even bigger hole looms 
on defense. Defensive lineman 
Brad Daly, the 2013 Buchanan 
Award winner, recorded 14 
sacks in his senior season.
Despite the challenge of 
finding replacements for these 
players, the linebacking corps 
is formidable.
Three seniors head the Cats: 
Sam Moore, Alex Singleton and 
Na’a Moeakiola. With a tough 
early-season schedule (MSU 
opens their season at FBS Ar-
kansas State, who won the Go-
Daddy Bowl last season and 
host Eastern Washington in 
the fourth week of the season), 
Montana State’s writing could 
already be on the wall.
2013 Record: 7-5 (5-3)
2014 Prediction: 6-6 (4-4)
CAL POLY
Cal Poly is entering its third 
year in the Big Sky and fig-
ures to be a threat to repeat 
their 2012 success when they 
won a share of the conference 
crown. The Mustangs’ ground 
game led the nation last year, 
behind the strength of gradu-
ated senior Kristaan Ivory, who 
rushed for 1,285 yards in 2013.
The Mustangs' 309.1 rush-
ing yards per game gave head-
aches to opposing defenses, 
and should continue to. But 
they can defend, too. Cal Poly 
returns eight starters on a de-
fense that led the BSC in scor-
ing defense (21.6 points per 
game) and rushing defense 
(128.4 yards per game).
2013 Record: 6-6 (5-3)
2014 Prediction: 8-4 (6-2)
NORTHERN ARIZONA
The Lumberjacks are a tra-
ditional power-running, de-
fense-oriented team, and it 
paid off for them last year, 
when they earned an at-large 
playoff bid.
The ground game will have 
to reshape itself following the 
graduation of Zach Bauman, a 
four-year starter now with the 
Arizona Cardinals of the NFL. 
Bauman averaged 121.3 yards 
per game last season, and with 
no clear starter at tailback yet, 
NAU will be hard pressed to 
make up the difference.
Defensively, the ‘Jacks seem 
poised to be as strong as ever. 
Eight starters return to a squad 
that ranked No. 1 in the con-
ference in yards allowed last 
season (348.3 yards per game), 
including standouts Austin 
Hasquet and Marcus Alford.
2013 Record: 9-3 (7-1)
2014 Prediction: 10-2 (7-1)
andrew.bixler@umontana.edu
@bixlerandy 
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When Madi Adams was 5 
years old at a county fair with 
her grandparents, an artist 
wanted to draw a caricature 
of her. He asked them what 
kind of sports theme they 
wanted.
Vi Tracy, Adams' grand-
mother, said soccer.
"I don't know why I said 
soccer, but it just came out," 
Tracy said. "So he drew the 
picture and I took it home and 
my son-in-law said 'Soccer?' 
and just started laughing."
After the county fair, Tra-
cy researched soccer leagues 
in the area. She gathered the 
information and told Adams' 
parents they needed to sign 
her up. Adams was enrolled 
in dance class but Tracy could 
tell she didn't like it.    
It's a funny story but it's 
how this year's Big Sky Con-
ference Preseason Freshman 
of the Year got her start with 
the game.
On Aug. 6 Adams, a true 
freshman midfielder/forward 
on the Montana soccer team, 
was awarded the honor. It’s 
the first time in head coach 
Mark Plakorus' three years 
that a Grizzly has earned the 
recognition.
Griz soccer player named Big Sky Preseason Freshman of the Year
When Plakorus casually 
mentioned it to Adams at a 
practice, she thought he was 
joking. Plakorus said the first 
thing he liked about Adams 
was her competitiveness and 
desire to give everything she 
had.  
"The obvious is she was 
very talented, a very good 
attacker and can score with 
both feet," Plakorus said. "She 
can play a multitude of posi-
tions up there, which gives us 
a lot of flexibility in where we 
can play her and how she can 
impact the game."
This recognition didn't 
come as a surprise to fresh-
man defender Chanelle Ped-
erson.
Pederson played club soc-
cer with Adams for six years 
and watched Adams refine 
her skills over the years. Ped-
erson said Adams has evolved 
into a confident leader.
Adams chose the Universi-
ty of Montana because of the 
town and people. She said she 
loves the college town atmo-
sphere and felt Plakorus be-
lieved in her more than other 
coaches.
Adams is working to over-
come her first collegiate soc-
cer hurdle: an ACL recovery.
Last November, Adams 
tore her anterior cruciate lig-
ament and meniscus. Before 
she came to Missoula she was 
cleared by her physical thera-
pist, but doctors with the Griz 
athletic department wanted 
her to wait.
To help with her recov-
ery, Adams was fitted with 
a knee brace and is limited 
to non-contact drills in prac-
tice. She said she hopes to be 
cleared before conference and 
she feels strong.  
Her parents and teammate 
have helped her deal with the 
setback.
"It was definitely hard be-
cause I came in expecting I 
was ready to play because I 
was cleared beforehand," Ad-
ams said. "So yes, it was hard 
to be told otherwise, but at the 
same time it is a good thing 
that I'm getting extra work in 
and making sure I'm ready. I 
would hate to get re-injured if 
I wasn't ready."
The Griz hit the road this 
weekend for games against 
Gonzaga and Washington 
State.
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu
@A_N_Valdez
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Alexandria Valdez
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Freshman Madison Adams passes the ball to her teammate during 
practice Tuesday at South Campus Stadium.
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Ben Rioux was three years 
into his degree at the University 
of Montana when his wife got 
a job offer she couldn’t refuse. 
There was one problem: the job 
was in Spokane, three hours 
away.
Rioux, a media arts student, 
remembers talking about his 
impending move with Rick 
Hughes, a UM professor special-
izing in integrated digital media.
When Hughes asked him 
what he was planning to do 
about his studies, Rioux said his 
answer was basically, “I don’t 
know.”  
The few Washington state 
schools he looked into weren’t 
going to work; Eastern Washing-
ton University has no media arts 
program, and Gonzaga, a private 
Catholic college, sounded too ex-
pensive to bother checking out.
Then Hughes told him that 
the School of Media Arts would 
offer an online-only bachelor’s 
degree, starting this fall. The 
program is the first at the uni-
versity to offer a completely on-
line undergraduate degree. 
Rioux, 37, registered as a full 
time student with 12 credits and 
his problem was solved.
Rioux said he’s not working at 
the moment, so his focus will be 
on school and being a father to 
his two girls, a 6-year-old and a 
3-year-old.
Rioux said his schedule this 
fall will be to “wake up, get the 
kids off to school, get back home 
and go to town on school stuff.”
His program may be the Uni-
versity’s first online B.A., but 
plenty of other online study op-
tions already exist. The UMOn-
line website shows an associate’s 
degree in energy tech, minors 
in anthropology and communi-
cation studies, and five master’s 
degrees — two in education, one 
in music, one in public health 
and one in public administra-
tion.
Five certificates — customer 
relations, forensic studies, net-
work and information security, 
nonprofit administration and 
public health — are also offered 
online-only.
Several of the programs offer 
a combination.
A master’s in public health, re-
quires an on-campus practicum, 
while a master’s in music edu-
cation combines online course-
work throughout the year with 
summer classes on campus.
Across the nation, access to 
online education programs con-
tinues to grow alongside the 
World Wide Web. While technol-
ogy is improving, the ability of 
students’ to adapt and self-moti-
vate remains a challenge.
Jason Neiffer is the curric-
ulum director of the Montana 
Digital Academy, which is a 
program that provides online 
education platforms to public 
K-12 schools throughout Mon-
tana. Neiffer said it’s critical for 
students to have “the right skill 
set for the environment of online 
learning.”
Neiffer said students and 
teachers need to know the differ-
ent options for communicating 
online. Once they do, he says “a 
well-run online discussion can 
be as engaging as a face-to-face 
discussion.”
Mark Shogren, director of the 
media arts department, said he 
couldn’t estimate how many stu-
dents are in the program since 
some freshmen haven’t declared 
a major yet. 
Hughes said he hopes to cre-
ate an experience for his stu-
dents that uses the power of 
the connected modern world — 
whether they’re sitting in a class-
room or at home.
Meanwhile, Rioux has three 
semesters of studying left. He 
said he will travel to Missoula 
and most likely drop in to visit 
his professors. But Rioux said he 
isn’t aware of any requirements 
to return to campus, leaving him 
free to be with his family in Spo-
kane.
Rioux said there are certain 
things he’ll miss, like talking 
with fellow students and mak-
ing friends.
“You cannot replace a face-to-
face conversation,” he said.
andrew.graham@umontana.edu
UM launches first online-only four-year degree
 CAMPUS
Andrew Graham
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        ENTERTAINMENT 
Weekend cabins 30-minutes 
from Missoula $45-$65/
night. Rock Creek Cabins 
251-6611  
              FOR SALE 
Garage sale August 29th-30th 
9-4pm. 1929 E. Broadway in the 
cobblestones.  
Like new motiv rockridge 
21-speed female mountain bike. 
$135 542.6649  
Estate sale 524 Dixon. Thursday 
1-7pm, Friday 8-4pm, 
Saturday 8-4pm. Selling entire 
contents of house. 
        
            HELP WANTED
Facilities Services Custodial 
Department has openings for 
student employees. Hours:  
Monday through Friday, 8:00 
p.m.-11:30 p.m. Later or earlier 
times may be available. Rate: 
$7.90/hour. To apply: E-mail 
name, address, phone, e-mail 
address to FacServCustodial@
mso.umt.edu, along with hours 
available. Or call 243-2164 after 
5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday for 
information.  
Missoula County Public Schools 
is recruiting for several positions 
~ Coaches, Noon Duty Aides, 
Crossing Guards, Custodians, 
Para-Educators, and Subs 
for all positions. Visit www.
mcpsmt.org and click on 
“Employment” for application 
instructions and job descriptions. 
EEOC  
Visitor Center Student Assistants. 
The Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation, a hunter based 
non-profit wildlife habitat 
conservation organization seeks 
three outgoing students for part 
time work, 15-25 hours per week,  
including mandatory weekends. 
$8.50 per hour. Excellent 
customer service, communication, 
and computer skills required.  
Retail experience and passion for 
conservation preferred. Email 
cover letter and resume to 
jobs@rmef.org.  
Fall & Winter Writing 
Internships. Are you interested 
in elk, wildlife conservation, 
hunting and outdoor adventure? 
Want to write for a magazine with 
200,000+ circulation, a TV show 
seen in 31 million homes and a 
website receiving 170,000 hits per 
month? Bugle magazine at RMEF 
is your ticket. We offer unpaid 
internships that give you the 
chance to boost both your skills 
and résumé while writing for 
print, broadcast and the internet. 
Email cover letter, résumé, 
and three writing samples to 
jobs@rmef.org.  
                  SERVICES 
NEED LEGAL HELP? ASUM 
Legal Services provides 
legal assistance to currently 
enrolled ASUM Activity Fee 
paid students.  Low-cost fees 
apply.  See our website at www.
umt.edu/asum/legalservices for 
specific areas of law covered or 
call us at 243-6213 to see if we 
can help you. Intake appointments 
required.  
ALCOHOL
From page 1
She said the initial response 
at MSU was favorable, and 
most of the complaints they 
received were about the two 
hours it takes to complete.
Torres said once the results 
are received the University can 
see how many students identi-
fy as non-drinkers, moderate 
drinkers or high-risk drinkers.
“We can look and say 
‘Where do we need to fill those 
gaps, from an education stand-
point, what kind of programs 
do we need to offer? Do we re-
ally have what we need based 
on what our students are tell-
ing us?’” Torres said.
Brook Gramith, a 19-year 
old sophomore at UM, said she 
thinks the program is a good 
idea for underage students.
“It’s just good to have it in 
the back of their head and re-
inforce those good ideas and 
things that they should re-
member,” Gramith said.
Branch said in an email the 
course aims to provide stu-
dents with alcohol abuse pre-
vention.
“Campus Student Affairs 
officers throughout the Uni-
versity System have identified 
alcohol-related issues as one of 
the top challenges to student 
success,” she said.
Campuses received fund-
ing for the course from the 
state University System. The 
total cost for implementing 
AlcoholEdu has not been cal-
culated yet because it’s still 
in a start-up phase statewide, 
Branch stated.
The tutorial also contains a 
survey to provide the Univer-
sity with data on the under-
age-student population’s be-
haviors toward drinking.
EverFi, the company that 
provides AlcoholEdu, is ex-
pected to notify the University 
with the results next summer.
“We will be able to compare 
our data to other data sets, in-
cluding EverFi’s AlcoholEdu 
national aggregate data and 
those from other Montana 
University System institu-
tions,” Branch stated.
@courtneytown42
courtney.anderson@umontana.edu
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